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Questiem:
What is the meamimg ef the werds, 'Amd G-d saw that it was geed' (better:
the Bible in
"perfect' eor'useful’)which are repeated 1l/ooneetion with the warieus acts
of Creatien? What de they imply? 1Is it met understeed,witheut sayimg, that

whatever B-d created is geed amd ugeful?

Answer

The entire Creatiems cemprises feur se-called 'kingdoms': the imamimate,
vegetatien, animal amd Men.

The first three may be termed the 'passive' divisien of the Creatien,
since they are governed byt he laws ef mature, over whichthe have me pewer
or influence whatever,

Man, on the other hamd, may be termed the 'active' part eof Crestienm,
fer he has been given the ability to oppese the laws ef mature, and even
subdue them.

Te explain it mere fully: the imanimate forms of Breetien are clearly
'passive’ since they have net even the pewer of lecemetien.

In the animal kingdem, te be sure, we find seme very 'intelligent' and
sparently 'inventive' animals, Fer example, the ants are knewn te be very
imdustrious,and imgemieus in previding their foed for the winter, and are
said te excellemt dairy farmers,ef a sert; the bee builds its honey=comb in
8 truly architectuel fashion; the silk-worm spins its silken coceen very
delicetely, and so en. But all these actiens are really inveluntary, dirkxim
dicteted amd directed by peculier natul}‘al instincets. Nature is the domin-
ating facter, and the snimal is simplyl}:spassive toel,

Man alone has the choice of actien, and need net be governmed over by any
netural instincts. He can resist the forces of Nzture: Mereever, he has the
pewer te harmess thgji‘orces of Nature and apply them te his ndnntage)ﬂ"{'{:; o
c¥a impreve the werld he lives in, s{x;val.p Hature's blessings, discever new
ema{f. Our ssges have lomg malize%}j}fut. and peinted it eut te us in their

e _,
shying: 'G-d=has-made Mam His Partmer im the werk ef Crestiom'.
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Te di_spcse of any such absurdity, the Terah tells us that 'G-d saw that
it was perfect (er useful)'. V I
G-d truly created a perfect Emivwrxm werld, embedying in it all the
pessible gualities smk,uses amd ferces that man will ever discever. Amd
entirety

He imdeed saw His work in its mmxmwkiky, im its perfect state, as enly

G~d aleme, the Creater, ceuld visualise it.
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"G=D CREATED WORIDS AND DESTROYED THEM" ( )

Questiens
WHY SHOULD G-D HAVL CRuATKD WORLDS AND DESTHOYED THEM? CAN WE SAY THAT
G=D WAS NOT'SATISFIED"WITH THE WORLDS HE HAD CREATED? BESIDES, HOK IS IT
POSSIBLE FOK G=D TO CREATE'UNSATISFACTURY' WORLDS?

Answers

The world we live in clearly eperates om a system of 'good and evil'.

Man, the cheicest ef all creatures, te whem G-d emtrusted the whele werld he
lives ir, is deminated by twe centradietery spiritucl ferces = the
the goped inclimatien, and the - the evil imoclinatien.

Man's mtural inmclimatiens are similar te amy ether animal's - they are
instinctively selfish and bad. But G-d gave him divine pewers te cembat and
subdue the mxit smimal instimots withim him, and teo attaim a high spiritual
level based upen sali‘leaai;gn and the desire te attuinnspirimal plane, which
is the wery eppesite ef the 'earthly'amd matural.

Such & system of geod and evil was ef oeurse mecessary in this werld,
fer G=d im His infimite wisdem and geodness desired that mam sheuld by his ewn
free will st cheese te de geoed, against the stremngest temptatien te the
eppesite directien. G=d ceuld have created 2 world wherein man should net mwe
had sny evil temptatien at all, and de mothing but geod. But such a werld weuld
be altegsther different frem eurs, fer mam would ocease te be man, but weuld be
sn'angel'. This is net the kind ef thm world that G-d intemded this werld te
bel

The questien mow arises, &) hew is it pessible fer fixdxhxxmxaxke 'evil!
xirxekkzxfarxixdxixxegsenkkat kyxgaadto be a preduct ef the geod G-d?

There is a classical example that explains this apparent contradietien:
(this 1s queted im the 'Tanya', amd was eriginally empleyed by Rabbi Israel Baal
Shem Tev (7) the feunder of Chl!li‘ill)‘

A king hed a sen whe prefessed te be abselutely devetsd ami leyal te his
father. Wishing te test the leve and devetiem ef his sem, the king erders a

try te
wemmm of & deubtful reputatiem te tempt him amd steal his af festiem*




@

VDIV D 2 - T35 D1 3 D PN DA e

New suppese the prince rejects her evertures and withstands the temptatien,
proving his umshakable leyalty te his father the img, the king is highly pleased.
He rewards his sem, net ferpetting alse th give a rich present te that woman whe
was ingtrumental im preving beyond detbt the primee's leyalty.

Suppese, en the ether hamd, that the primce fails te resist the weman's
temptatiens and becemes a victim ef her apparent charms, the king punishes his
sen fer his failure. But can he honeetly be engry with er pumish thet woman, whe
af ter @ll was deimg what the king hed ordered her te de?

Similarly, vhen G=d oreated the werld, it was His intenmtien that man should
find himgelf im wuch & world whers he would have te Preve himself a leyal 'primoe!
in the face ef the strongest temptatiens, in erder that he may degerve the great
reward that G-d had stered up fer the righteous.

In that origimal intentien ef G=d, 'evil' was net really bad at allj o reky
it was net an end im itself, but merely te shew man the pod wax road to follew.
But if mam wuld see 'evil' in that light emly, the purpese mxmidxhaxiaxt ef giving
man ke free choice ef notien amd reward him fer deing geod, weuld be lost again,
since mmm would met be tempted by such evil,

It was therefors necessary for G=d te clethe evil im such = way, a 8 te
appear to man s somethimg imdepemdent. Evil in that state means ruin and destrus=
tien.

Let's illustrate the aforesaid with am example: We see a misskenary dt work
shall we sey im Williamsburg. He is the imsarmatien ef evil, ef ceurse. He is
trying to ensmare ysung Jewish childrem amd cenvert themyimhe uses sll serts ef
tricks emd feoul play. But he,xkwx 1iks eny ether luman being, ewes his existemce
te G=d. Further, wmxdsxmx he is net recegmized as evil, fer Af his actiens and
werk belied his treachery smd deceit, kis whele missien weuld fail. Thirdly, he
is there te tompt Jewish childrem, but met te succeed (lile the 'wemsn' im the
example givem abeve); en the cemtrary, he is te preve that the Jewish childrem
are sufficiently well broeught up te stamd their ewn greund, and cling all the
firmr te their religiem amd heritage. But, smd here is the impertamt peimt, that
missiemary has withim him the pewer and petemtiulity to succeed! (If he didm't
have it, there weuld be ne point st all im his existence). If he succeeds = it
means destructiem! He destroys the young and imncoent Jewish soulse

That is what is meant by ¥G-d created werlds and destreysd them, saging these
1 like and those I don't" ., The worlds ef evil (actually peppetrsted) are in e
state eof ruin and destructien; kbmgwmxiwxiimxpomsssxafxieskmok i they sre
created and destreyed by G-d, fer He mms given'evil' free licenes, but these are
the world that G-d 'does mot like', smdxemiyxkkexweridsxaiiguwit for G=d likes enly
‘goed’ .
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STEPHEN L. STULMAN
151 CENTRAL PARK WEST
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10023

(212) 724-5286

Seplember 18, N9

Rabbi Shalom Ber Schapiro
466 Crown Street
Brooklyn, New York 11225

Dear Shalom:

For your information, under the terms of my late father's will, a
significant part of his estate will eventually go to charity,
specifically to a new foundation, THE JULIUS STULMAN
FOUNDATION, of which I am President.

As my father would have wished, the emphasis of the
Foundation will be in the area of Jewish education. I know that
both the previous Rabbe and the late Rebbe urged my father in this
direction. Therefore, I would like to see a portion of the funds go to
Lubavitch.

However, 1 do not want to make any commitments until it is
clear what resources will be available and when. At that time, in
view of your long and close relationship with my father, I intend to

consult with you in regard to which specific institutions and
programs of Lubavitch we should support.
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