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Dear Friends,

This is the first Torah Journal of local “chidushim”
attempted here in the Capital Region, so it may not compete
with grander productions of bigger communities.

But may this is a good first step, from which we can
learn to upgrade in the future, for “Talmidei Chachamim...
Yelchu Mechayil el Chayil,” to continue and go from
strength to strength.

As a “last minute” production, we are inspired by the
current presentations of our own teachers and students, and
look forward to even more participation in the future. We
thank all who rushed to submit their articles, so this Kovetz
could debut, to 1Y’H grow and spread Torah awareness
throughout the community.

This Kovetz coincides with our annual Kinus Torah,
offering presentations by our returning alumni, that has
become a longtime Albany Pesach and Sukkos Chol
Hamoed tradition.

Rather than depend on ““imported” Torah coming
from elsewhere, we are very proud of our “Homegrown”
production, as the Gemara rules: “A person prefers 1
bushel of his own, rather than nine of others.”

As for the name of this Kovetz, we have adapted the
popular ”E-lI Bnay” Haggadah Piyut refrain that rhymes
with ““Albany, Troy, Schenectady!”” We hope and pray that
Hashem gives us the strength and resources to “Bnay Beis-
cha” build up our local Torah centers, even as we look for-
ward to the rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdash in Yerusha-
layim, speedily in our days.

Readers’ comments would be greatly appreciated.

Best wishes for a very Happy and Kosher Pesach!
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Hallel in Shul or not?

Rabbi Moshe and Shragie Bomzer

Lail Shimurim
Avi Morgenbesser

Graphic Kabbalistic
Creation > Sinai > Moshiach Timeline
by Rabbi Mendel Rubin

The Uplifting of Hagbah!
By Lawrence Rosenbaum

The Temple Mount Ripple Effect
Rabbi Avraham Abba Rubin

Unifiying Sovev & Memaleh
Sholom Ber Kudan

Examples of “Davar She’bMinyan”
Maishe Backman

Hallel in Shul or not?

Rabbi Moshe and Shragie Bomzer

The prevalent custom of the Eida Hamizrachit (Mideastern descent)
and Chasidic congregations is to recite the entire Hallel in the synagogue imme-
diately after the Amidah of Maariv on Pesach. This is based on the citation from
Mesechet Sofrim:

,IOVIR TVARDY 10V 7127 N v mDhi cawa D90 DR R1PY anama 1 e,
".0°272 7772 720w 7127 ORI W22 MR RN RITWD VT 0 30000 AR 1 0P

‘It is preferable to recite the Hallel on the two nights of galut
[communally], to recite the blessing before the recitation, and to recite it pleas-
antly, thereby fulfilling the verse ‘together let us grace His Name.’ As for Hallel
in the home at the Seder, there is no need to recite the blessing, because he
already recited it before the communal recitation.

But in Ashkenazic communities, the prevailing custom is not to recite
the Hallel in the synagogue. It would seem that this is derived from the Tosefta
in Pesachim (10:8):

PO NWRA PO PP NOIOT N2R 1A L9900 DR ROV 1 10 PRY 1Yh 01"
"A910 DR A ,TT7 IWOR R ORI 1910 DR P PRI PINM PO PR

“The masses who have no one to recite the Hallel for them, should go
to the synagogue and read the first section of Hallel, go home, eat and drink,
and then return to the synagogue and finish there the recitation of Hallel. Should
returning to the synagogue not be a viable option, they should complete Hallel
in the synagogue, before the Seder.”

Mesechet Sofrim considers saying Hallel preferable and praiseworthy,
and advocates it must be done. But according to the Tosefta— “It should be
done at home at the Seder, if there is no other choice (they don’t know how to
say it) then they return to the Shul. Mesechet Sofrim says the entire Hallel is
said before going home, while the Tosefta encourages the integrity of the home
Seder, and if necessary it should be said in Shul in two parts.

| suggest that these views reflect two divergent views of the Pesach
Seder.

The Tosefta maintains that the Seder is to be observed as it was in the
Beit Hamikdash, where both parts of the Hallel reflect the exodus from Egypt.
The reason we divide the Hallel is that they represent the natural progression of
the Seder Lail Pesach. The goal of the night is to reach the point of ni7ann
) mowinrevelation of the Divine Presence), that those who left Egypt that night
attained. The Hallel is the medium through which this can be accomplished.



(Shragie quotes Rav Meiselman in the name of the Rav Y. B.
Solovetchik. This form of Shira is a most powerful means through which
prophecy can be achieved, and (as the Rav stated) this leads to the spirit was
Torah knowledge (Haggadah is a part of mitzvas Talmud Torah, according to
the Rambam, who doesn’t count this as one of the TaRYaG (613) Mitzvot.
The process of Shira and its crescendo at the Red Sea, where even a maid-
servant saw the revelation of the Shechina that Ezekiel could not perceive). It
is the music that bridges heaven and earth, the spiritual and mundane.

There are many references in Tanach to support the concept of music
and Shira uplifting to prophecy. Throughout the avodah of the Leviim in the
Mikdash, the music served to elevate the soul, so the Heavenly manifestation
would descend from Above to below. While this was true all year, there were
18 days a year when the channel from Hashem was opened even wider. This
was the Hallel HaShalem (the complete Hallel). According to the Vilna Gaon,
the first part of Maggid discussing the Exodus corresponds to the Pesukei
D’Zimrah (the preamble of Shacharit), the first part of Hallel corresponds to
Shema, and the brocha of Asher Gaolanu corresponds to the blessing of
Goa'l Yisroel.

The Shulchan Orech (festive meal) is this Avodah, corresponding to
the Amidah (Shmoneh Esrey), and finally through the completion of Hallel and
Hallel Ha'Mitzri coupled with Nishmas Kol Chai, sung b’Neimah (pleasantly,
with love), facilitated the opening of Heaven and the emanation of G-d’s treas-
ure-houses to the Jewish homes.

Perhaps it is for these reasons that the Tosefta insists that even those
people who cannot recite Hallel on their own and must have it read for them in
the synagogue, should split up the reading so that they can go home and eat
the meal at the appropriate time.

According to Mesechet Sofrim, the Seder has two separate but con-
nected themes. The first part of the Seder concentrates on the Egyptian Exo-
dus, the second part focuses on our present Diaspora, to encourage G-d to
redeem us speedily.

According to this view, the function of Hallel at the Seder, and the
Hallel after Maariv serve different purposes. The part of Hallel at the Seder
said before the meal expresses praise to Hashem for the Exodus from Egypt.
The Hallel said after the meal asks Hashem to redeem us in the future. Yet,
Mesechet Sofrim wants to facilitate the same Ruach Hakodesh as in the Tem-
ple, which is why they insisted that the Hallel recited in Shul be said “with lov-
ing kindness” — to fulfill “Boneh BeRachamav Yerushalayim (— Amen!)

S

2721972 N 79I7NoY MOD 29V 210

19277 TR DR 297

OR ,NO0M O1°02 10D 27Y2 2°ND2 NPIWNR D2IWDIW XanT o> 772h v
?72Y°72 7 PINT NI 1T W ,A2°mN9% o mawn

D727 TNEY AR T IV PO 2OPRY ,729070 0 AR 10 2010 aIm

72 377 ,0°0°7 YWD 922 NO0n 0°°07 277 1027 DRI N T 20203
Y% W2 DT DO PRWD 19K L,A7IN DW annnawa 2Ry T 0wt
O"IR TYI0 7777 ROW AR 2OR°-NYWNA 210 MWL ¥ 2"wma 2"nTR NI

7797 300 ay '0"wy 2"ann Sy 01177 n™Na,223 v a"an w'ph)46'y ooamiea 9o — 1201 W22
(141

;2073 TV 0P PRIWSR 7IDI MOOT 27WaW 027 RAY KD M P10 AN

AR T 0102 WYL LA W) "anIDa P22 2dWIR MW MMS 92 WM

28T AN1DWT A" 0" AT 191,(20 'Y 2" nod HRMAX YLl R 72°000

AT NPT TAID IR NI T TR L9"wa 0"wh 2009 DRUIDINAN

PR MR L7972 POV RN A LIUTIR Y W 2pye pha ,a00aR
2% NTIW02 NIV WD ROW ,1Ana? 1T

TN NTIVO MR 23 N TN
,ITIW0 MR 27 P21 W22 17N AR W 210w 2P NINRT Wan T
2109 29Y O 92 MIVNIYNA 1027 WD° 7471, T MR KN

n"Ww 0107 MY TANT 2NAW RN (XDT) 7AARA 7IWN N
TIRNTY ,)IRID N20R 2102 23 2" DOINRT INY 120" 171p R"'7 ROIYT RNOPIONR
"9 W X2 'O 10 YV TA0 M2 70w PN a™Mw Hva

27RTIT NTIVO KD b
121X ,017 997 MIYNAY 221027 220N 1yn O Y™MWR 1T PR I
.M7102 nonn
R? A7) ,0°1wnT 0w 7172 AT 01 2O aRR LA pon 'pm
MR 7,017 07 TR ORW WP 207 9921 097221 2R NTIWOY vl
297195 X7 ,1"0 2% MR 037 YIIRW AT MR 21X

AT NYTIY IR
Py 3% maw (V'0 wIpna 092) 7ot mawnn o'y NI 00awen v
JP0Yn 9P navn Tw 2"YY 207N MOKRY M2V O 10D 27V Y NN
XW ,01°02 PR ROW M227 07 77 (1'%70 7K 219K M) Awn NINARD
17077 °92 oD Nk 0Pk wItn K



2'7 21O NPT PRTRRRD NI TR
MWD HaR ,N0D 7Y NUINAWD MIWS N2 PO TOW AT OYY 70 DaR
L7109 29Y NTI0 NIVY IR PR T WO QY7 252 NN PrevTpn) nawa o'y
(RN MW RN RYIRD KX 787,770 7772w PNIN) 2R KD R

MM5a7 N7y
wMPY AR 1"aw B0 a™K) "N 1207 092 9" 90 aweh aRn
,IN2°0 ROR 798777 22301 NPAVNT PRY M52 1°Ivn avwa (67 'y 1
,719n% 0T ARIDID L,IWN MMV 208N VDT ORI 0w
7012 0°N27 9¥ 07 MR 127817 1971 99K 19K ANWI A1 ,1°70 DTN 0ARD RO
S99 WK TN YR DRAW 012 301 ROW NIONT IRWD XY LT

IWOA2 WOR' M L, 0NAR KYY) 'D%n 02 T oaoa'w aved gam

N0 IRT .MIPA AWK DOAWT LV TIN 1P 2N0aTw 210 L,(2'nny

IR 1AW ORIV RO DO 1A RDW WWM L0 23 19p0P RAw ORI

XD 1T IRW) 70 012 MMD2T IR UYNTL,AMNT N2ap 0192 1YY 1Y Nnaa
.(N°1vN2 MOR Mav arw 77 70

MPYA AT °19n 12 2YpRw YTA OXY M0 NN nTh W)
L(PYn AN R T "0 9992 omi 2190 uvnnw 9% 9aR L (v"npno 1)

1D NN O 2w’
AWPR R 7"A02 Cawrn WP npww' MIphn 210 an WK
010 L,(XNoon oo D) L.nmw IR2Y 2280 oM 2"MY 1D Q%80 URY...MIAP
DOWIRY DOPOR TAWNT LAY TN IR 200wnw 0" R T
.D3177 1312 MDA 937 11vNY IR ,01°02 MY an13°2 PR OX 72K

DURY ,MIVNADA MWD AR M02w (XD 0 2"n) 77w 10 nMw AR
PIVNTA WD 7 IR DPOAW 217 ,01°02 ANNWR? 12 K"K

'avipnn nmean!
,(X"59 07910 N0N) 'NOD 272 O°AWNN MDA IV PRI RDD WD T2 2w
LRITTRROR L VNW 700 KD 39002 a9 PV KPR L1910 MYD YWY W2 XM PRY
1IN YW 7703 DAY TTIY0a 1YY 1vnw
DOR RYY OO YA ORY L,A%na2 Rw (X0 PUD ¥"n) mawn Sposa anow an)
(ATMYD PP WP 1IYD 1T 9" ,n1vnae 7o 7Twoa

IR NTIVO IDIN W
TPTDY NP2 NTIWOY VAN 73T TIR W AW DTAR AT 1PN T 09
ROR 77097 W TINT T3 OPRY L,INR T 0T 010 NTIWO PAR ,NIMD2 NN AnT XYW L1a0
,RAL KA RITAY..O0 D' M WD ,RNN9T RMAYNR T2 02 KT .72 I0MEA I
.07 NI PAW 1277 71779 I N2 W ITW0 211 PO RD

Lail Shimurim

By Avi Morgenbesser
Yeshivas Mir, Yerushalayim
Alumnus, Yeshivas Rambam - Albany

After Baraich before we begin Hallel, we pour the cup of Eliyahu
and open the door. We open the door because the night of the Seder is
called “Laiel Hashimorim.”

The Gemara (Pesachim 109b) interprets this Pasuk to mean “It is
a night that is guarded from dangers.” Therefore, to show this, we open
the door and demonstrate that we aren’t afraid of the dangers that may
exist outside (Rema, Ohr Hachaim 480:1).

The Beis Halevi asks, “Why do we open the door at this point in
the Seder? |If it's true the entire night is a “night that is guarded,” then
why don’t we start off the Seder with this demonstration and open the
door right at the beginning?”

To answer this question the Beis Halevi analyzes the quote from
the Gemarah in Pesachim. The Gemarah there asks how is it possible
that the Sages could have instituted drinking Four cups of wine, in those
days it was known that drinking things in even numbers posed a danger
to oneself? The Gemarah gives many answers, however one answer is
that on this night we are not concerned of this problem because this night
is a “Lael Hashimorim”.

Since at this point in the Seder the fourth and final cup is poured,
anyone familiar with this problem of drinking in even amounts would ask
“How can we prepare this fourth cup, isn’t it dangerous to do so?” To do
away with this concern and others, we open the door at this point and
declare that tonight it is a “Laiel Hashimorim and therefore aren’t con-
cerned about such dangers.

(Adapted from “The Haggadah of The Roshei Yeshivah” Vol. 2,
Artscroll Mesorah Series)
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by Rabbi Mendel Rubin

based on Sefer Mamorim Hemshech 5666 and the Rebbe’s teachings
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The Uplifting of Hagbah!

By Lawrence Rosenbaum

“ma ooprnnk X o»n vy - The Torah is a living tree for those who
grasp it” (Proverbs 3:18). This beautiful verse resonates with energy tied
to its being given to the Jewish People at Sinai. We were all there then,
and lifting the Torah for all to see, clearly recreates the gift at Sinai of the
“Tree of Life”.

The person who lifts the Torah, according to the Lubavitch cus-
tom, also rolls the scrolls together after the lift, blessing those who have
been called to the Torah, yet again, and receiving their blessings too.

For those in tune with Torah, it has no weight. In the perfect lift,
the Torah almost lifts itself. The Torah balances itself between our reality
and the worlds; between our reality and Hashem.

At the height of the lift, with the scrolls open for all to see, | feel
that Hashem is directly on the other side. This is the moment of thought-
ful prayer by the lifter. These prayers by the lifter should be for matters
important to the entire congregation. Only rarely, and when in dire need,
should the lifter’s prayer concern only himself and his family. By the act of
lifting, an individual’'s prayerful need is already met.

At the height of the lift, there is a surge of energy from the entire
congregation through the lifter and the Torah to reach Hashem. There is
a simultaneous surge of energy from Hashem through the lifter to the
entire congregation.

At that precise moment, time and space melt, and the lifter and
the congregation join together with every other Torah lift from the first
Jews to the coming of the Messiah.

That precise moment of being joined together across time, only
lasts for an instant, yet in that instant all present may feel above time, if
they are tuned in.




The Temple Mount Ripple Effect

Rabbi Avraham Abba Rubin
Saratoga Springs, NY

Erev Pesach is when all of Israel would bring their Paschal offerings
to the Holy Temple in Jerusalem. Even today when we have no Temple, it is
customary to recite and learn the Paschal proceedings in the Temple.

This is therefore a most appropriate time to study the Holy Temple’s
historic background, and its broader implications.

Indeed, the current international controversies revolve around Jeru-
salem and the Temple Mount. At the epicenter of the global issues, Jerusa-
lem’s ripple effects and tremors are felt throughout Israel and the world.

1. What's In a Name?

When referring to the Temple, the Talmud uses the familiar term
“Bais Hamikdash” as we find in “Asarah Nissim B’'Bais Hamikdash” (Avos
Ch. 5). In the Siddur, we conclude our Prayers: “Sheyibone Bais Hamik-
dash,” and “Mizmor Shehayu HalLevi'im Omrim B'Bais Hamikdash.”

Yet the Rambam in his Mishneh Torah prefers to call it “Hilchos Bais
Habechira - Laws of the Chosen House.” Interestingly, in the Haggadah,
too, at the end of the Dayenu rendition, we refer to the Temple as “Bais Ha-
bechira.”

Why does Rambam choose this rare and exceptional “Chosen
House” title, which just refers to the process of selection rather than its actual
function? Indeed, Rambam himself also uses the more familiar titles of
"Hilchos Kli Hamikdash" and “Biyas Mikdash”?

The choice of a name is not trivial. As explained in the Tanya, a Jew-
ish name is not just an arbitrary label to distinguish between one and an-
other. The Midrash tells us that Adam was praised for his brilliance in naming
the animals. Recognizing the importance of calling things by their proper He-
brew name, why does the Rambam refer to the Temple as "Bais Habe-
chirah" rather than “Bais Hamikdash"?

2. Why Delay the Choosing?

Let us also understand why wasn’t the Temple's location determined
immediately after the Binding of Isaac at Mount Moriah, when the Torah indi-
cates it as the place where G-d will reside. Why did it take a thousand years
until G-d instructed King David that this be the place?
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Indeed, the Rambam opens the “Hilchos Bais HaBechira” with the
historic background: “It was a widely known tradition that it was from the earth
of this special place that Adam was created, this was where Noah built an
altar when he left the Ark after the flood, and this is where Abraham offered
his son Isaac.”

Yet in Parshas Re'eh, the words “Hamakom Asher Yivchar Hashem -
The place that G-d will choose...” (in the future) is mentioned fifteen times!
Obviously, the significance of this location was an “open secret,” so why was
it necessary to “find“ and choose the right location for the Temple many year
later?

Several explanations are offered why the Temple’s location was not
revealed sooner:

The Toldos Yitzchak gives a practical “Realtor’s” explanation. Had the
Temple’s exact location been public knowledge, the value of this prime real
estate would have risen astronomically! King David would have to pay the
original owner - Aravna the Jebusite - an exorbitant amount to buy the land.
The Torah therefore did not specify the Temple's exact location earlier.

The KIi Yakar explains that had the Jerusalem become “official’ ear-
lier, the intermittent holy sites at Shiloh, Nov and Givon would not have had
proper1respect, knowing that the Divine resting place would finally be else-
where.

3. Source of Israel's Holiness

Let us now try an interesting approach to gain new insight into this
issue.
The delay in selecting the Temple’s exact location until all of Israel was set-
tled gave every hill & valley in Israel the opportunity to be chosen as the holi-
est place!

Although eventually only Mount Moriah was chosen, but the original
opportunity conferred a special status on every part of Israel that it had once
been ‘in the running’ and under consideration for the Bais Hamikdash.

Let us apply here the Talmudic “B'reira” principle, whether a final
choice is retroactive: When choices are made, does the final selection deter-
mine that it was originally intended so, or is the final selection valid only
henceforth.

1) The Gaon of Ostravtza offers an esoteric mathematical explanation. He writes that
the numerical value of the word “Yivchar” (in a special arrangement spelling each letter
fully with pronunciations), equals the Gematria of 1,130; the numerical value of ‘Shilo’,
‘Nov, ‘Givon and ‘Yerushalayim’ - the four locations where the Bais Hamikdash stood
since the time when the Jews entered Eretz Yisroel under Joshua's leadership.



Here are examples in the Talmud.

1: When? children divide their father’s inheritance, is it considered to
be retroactive, that the very parcel of land each received is considered to be
his inherently; or, since it could have been divided differently, it is only as an
exchange, which would require the brothers to re-exchange their parcels of
land in the Yovel (Jubilee) year, when all land in Israel acquired by sale or
exchange return to the original owner.

2: 1 a Jewish convert is dividing an inheritance from his non-
Jewish father with his non-dewish sibling, that contain idolatrous items, or
Chametz on Pesach, the Jewish son is allowed to select the "Kosher"
items— if “Yesh B'reira,” his share of the inheritance is considered his origi-
nally. But if the division is not retroactive but only a later exchange, then the
Jewish son is forbidden to benefit from his exchange of idolatrous items or
Chametz on Pesach.

Another example regards personal money after one has given a
specific amount to charity: “Not only the money actually given to Tzedaka is
spiriutally elevated, but also the remaining money is also elevated,” for that
money, too, had the potential to become Tzedaka. *

For practical purposes, the accepted halacha is that “Ein B’reira” in
matters of Torah law - the final division is not considered retroactive.

Let us now apply this principle to the final choosing of Mount
Moriah.

Originally, each part of Israel was a potential contender for the Bais
Hamikdash. Now, even after Mount Moriah was chosen, there still remains
a residual holiness throughout lIsrael, for “holiness never dissipates and

does not leave its place.”

The name “Bais Habechira” shows that the Temple's holiness actually ex-
tends throughout Israel. >

2) Talmud Bechoros 56b.
3) Kiddushin 16b.
4) Likutei Sichos (Volume 12 page 135, quoting Tanya 34).
5) We find a similar ruling known as "Zikah" in the Levirate Yibum law, which ordains
that if a brother dies without having any children, his widow should marry one of his
brothers to “rebuild the House.”

Now, even in a situation where the brother never actually married his brother's
widow, he is still considered to be somewhat “attached” or “engaged” to her (and is
therefore forbidden to marry her mother or sister, etc.). They earn this “engaged”
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This also explains why in the future “Jerusalem’s Holiness will spread
through Israel.”®

This also explains a puzzling statement in Avos D’Rabi Nassan:
“Anyone buried in Israel is considered as if buried under the altar, for all Israel
is deserving for the altar.”

At first glance, this seems strange, for it is forbidden to bury on the
Temple Mount or in Jerusalem which would render it impure? But according to
the concept of potential and residual holiness, each part of Israel is special,
having had the potential of being selected for the Holy Temple. ’

S=

status only because of the mere possibility that they could have been married. This is
similar to the situation in the end of Behaalosecha: In the desert, only seventy elders
were chosen by lottery to receive a spirit of prophecy with Moshe Rabbeinu. Eldad and
Medad were not selected, yet they retained the power of Nevua, because they were
part of the original drawing, although they weren't actually chosen.

6) It also explains what the Talmud (Yoma 21a) comments on the Mishnah (Avos chap-
ter 5) “It opens with the miracles in the Bais Hamikdash, and concludes with the mira-
cles of Jerusalem.”

7) Jacob’s Dream

An early reference in the Torah to the Temple Mount is found in the vision of
our Patriarch Jacob: “Behold, the ladder stands on the ground that reaches Heaven-
ward.” Upon awakening, Jacob trembles and declares: “How awesome is this place! It is
certainly the House of G-d, and this the gateway to Heaven.”

Let us carefully examine G-d’s words to Jacob that we just read in the begin-
ning of Parshas Vayetze: “The land on which you lay | will grant to you and your chil-
dren.”

The Talmud asks (Chullin 91b, quoted in Rashi): “Are only the four cubits on
which Jacob rested his inheritance? The Talmud answers: ‘All of Israel was folded be-
neath that place where Jacob slept.

A young student once asked the Rebbe about this difficult Midrash: “How can
this be? What happened to all the residents, and to our Patriarch Isaac, who lived in
that area? The Rebbe responded that obviously this was, after all, only a dream!

But even as a dream, this unrealistic “folding of all the land” under Jacob's
resting place requires explanation, for the Talmud tells us (Berachos 55b) that a person
wouldn't dream of something far-fetched as “an elephant going through the eye of a
needle”? Furthermore, why was this “folding all of Israel” necessary in Jacob's vision,
when G-d had already promised that “all the land to the East, West, North and South
will belong to his children?”

When Yaakov was in Eretz Yisroel, the whole land was folded underneath his
head. This gave the whole land the potential kedusha forever. The dream was able to
bring about this potential; it was a dream that made sense, because it symbolized the
potential kedusha of the land.



Unifiying Sovev & Memaleh

Sholom Ber Kudan
Yeshiva Tomchei Tmimim, Morristown
Alumnus, Yeshivas Rambam —Albany

The Gemara states, “In the future (when Moshiach comes), he will
cause the tzaddikim to do t'shuva. It's explained in many places in Chassidus
that the tzaddikim will even reach the level of baalei t'shuva about whom it says,
“in the place of baalei t'shuva, even complete tzaddikim can’t reach.”

We also find this concept connecting two totally distinct levels when
Moshiach comes. One, as it says in Medrash Rabba on Shir Hashirim, “Hashem
desired to have a dwelling place in the lower realms.” Hashem'’s Essence, Atz-
mus, will achieve this goal with the coming of Moshiach, when G-dliness will be
revealed in this physical world.

Two, in a more general sense, this is also regarding the connection of
Sovev, the encompassing power of Hashem of the world; and M’'maleh, the way
Hashem’s life-force, as it were, is seen in a tangible fashion, which also corre-
spond to the G'vul and BIli G'vul (limited and un-limited) levels.

Three, when Yosef was born, Rochel said, “May Hashem give me (lit.
add) another son (in the Hebrew: “Ben Acher”).”

The Rebbe Rashab explains in Sefer Maamarim 5659 that the “Acher”-
referring to Binyomin — should become a “Ben.” Meaning, Binyomin who is an
“Acher’- a Baal T'shuva, should reach the level of Ben, Tzadik. l.e. he should
achieve these two levels, tzaddikim and baalei t'shuva. The unification of these
two levels is also expressed in the stones on the Choshen, Yosef was Shoham,
which is a very bright stone, while Binyomin’s stone, Yashfeh, only shines once
it was polished.

This difference further illustrates the difference between Yosef and Bin-
yomin, Tzaddikim and Baalei T'shuva. In the prophecies of Moshiach it says, “I
will place “Kadkod” as your suns.” The sages argue about the meaning. One
says, Shoham and the other, Yashfeh. The gemara then reconciles and says,
“This is the meaning of Kadkod, - they will be both Shoham and Yashfeh —
“K’'dein Uk’dein” (like this and like that), this is the accomplishment of Moshiach,
the fusion of two exclusive levels.

The connection of all these levels will happen once Moshiach comes,
when this world is refined to become a dwelling place for Hashem, when His
Essence is revealed which is higher than all opposites and can bear both at the
same time.
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Examples of “Davar She’bMinyan”

Maishe Backman
Mesivta — Yeshivas Rambam, Albany

In Tractate Beitzah 5a, the Gemara states:
927 931,7°303W 027 RO7 — RAYD ORA 0K 73X, TR 11207 nIpnn AR aR A0 20"
" 379079 R Pan IR PR

Rav and Shmuel ruled that if an egg is laid on the first day of Rosh
Hashanah, it is forbidden the following, second day since the song of the
Levi'im was confused, the eidim (witnesses) can only come until the afternoon
Tamid sacrifice.

Rabba then says, that Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai enacted
(“Takanah”), allowing witnesses the whole day, since the Beis HaMikdash was
destroyed.

Rav Yosef supports the idea of "yanaw 127" (an issue which was voted
by a Halchic decisive committee) with 3 examples: 1) By Har Sinai, the Torah
says men keep away from relations for three days, and after that period,
Hashem commanded them to return. 2) When Moshe went to get the Luchos,
the Torah says that no one was allowed to go near the mountain. Following
that as well, Hashem told them that they may. 3) “Kerem reva'ii”, the fourth-
year fruits, can't be exchanged for money — within one day’s travel from
Yerushalayim. All these shouldn’t need a new command to nullify the original
tzivui (commandment), but since it does, it proves Rav Yosef’s point.

Another case of Davar she’bMinyan is Rabbeinu Gershom Me'or
HaGolah (c. 960 -1028) who made a “takanah” for 1000 years, forbidding a
man from marrying more than one woman (for Ashkenazi Jews). That time has
expired but we still adhere to Rabbeinu Gershom’s “takanah” because al-
though the condition (of 1000 years) passed, the rule stays until another Min-
yan will officially nullify it.

Another example is by Erev Pesach. During the time of the Beis
HaMikdash, people would abstain from melocha (work) from midday because
that was the time to prepare the Korban Pesach. Now we still don’t work on
Erev Pesach, afternoon because, again, another minyan did not vote to
change that “takanah.”
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